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“The Bear That Cares” Promotes Reuse for a Good Cause 


Started in December of 1994 by George Denison, a local roofing and remodeling contractor from 
Waterford, “The Bear That Cares” now makes its home in New London. This organization 


collects clothing, toys, appliances, computers, books and other household goods for distribution 
to those in need. 


The program began when Mr. Denison heard about a town in West Virginia where the children 
were not going to have a Christmas. Erbacon is a former coal mining town, and as the mines had 
shut down, families were left without the income to buy Christmas gifts for their children. Mr. 
Denison started a collection drive and the community responded by donating toys, bikes, food and 
funds to purchase some new items as well. The collected items were brought down to West 
Virginia by the company vehicles from G.A. Denison and Sons. 


Today, “The Bear That Cares” occupies a 200' x 50' sq. ft. warehouse in New London and has 
four trucks which travel all over Connecticut and beyond, both collecting unwanted items and then 
distributing them where they are needed most. Donations have been trucked as far north as 
Vermont and as far south as the Appalachian region. 


“The Bear That Cares” accepts clean, laundered clothing; working appliances; used toys, games, 
books and bikes; furniture; computers and much more. All items must be clean and in good 
condition. These goods are then distributed through a variety of channels, including: local 
shelters, social service agencies, police departments, and to people who have suffered through a 
fire at their residence. This is a great example of waste prevention. 


The organization takes its name from another program sponsored by Mr. Denison. In 1993, Mr. 
Denison began providing stuffed bears statewide to local EMT, town police, state police and fire 
departments. These bears are often carried in police vehicles and ambulances to give comfort to 
traumatized children after undergoing the bad experience of an accident or fire. Bears have also 
been sent to women’s shelters, hospitals and to the fire Department in Oklahoma City after the 
bombing. 


For more information about either one of these programs, or other services offered by “The Bear 
That Cares”, call (860) 444-7189. This is an excellent opportunity for both private individuals 
and businesses to avoid disposing of reusable items, while helping those in need. 


Disaster Debris Management 


FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) spent more than $800 million in debris 
management and disposal during the cleanup of Hurricane Andrew, a class four hurricane that hit 
Dade County, Florida, in 1992. Experiences from Hurricane Andrew have prompted FEMA to 
sponsor a disaster debris management workshop to assist states in debris planning issues. A staff 
member from the Waste Planning and Standards Division attended this September workshop and 
is working in conjunction with the Office of Emergency Management to draft a Disaster Debris 
Management Plan for the State. This plan will be developed to provide guidance to community 
leaders in planning, mobilizing, organizing, and controlling a large scale debris removal and disposal 
operation. | 
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DEP Recycles Florescent Lights 


With the permitting of the first florescent light recycling facility in Connecticut this past May, 
the DEP is now recycling its florescent lights. In August, the property managers at 79 Elm 
Street, Fusco Management, sent the first shipment of florescents to Northeast Lamp Recycling in 
East Windsor. 


With an average of 25 milligrams of mercury in a four foot light , the Department prevented 10 
grams of mercury from going into the environment through improper disposal. According to 
building manager Bob Doherty, the facility at 79 Elm Street goes through about 400 lights in a 
10 week period. The property managers will investigate purchasing lower mercury lamps and 
plan to continue with recycling. An average four foot bulb costs about 40 cents to recycle. 


The Department has proposed changes to the state’s hazardous waste regulations that include the 
federally promulgated Universal Waste Rule. Connecticut has included mercury-containing lamps 
on the list of universal wastes. The listing is intended to make it easier to recycle florescent lamps 
due to a less stringent management standard than for a regulated hazardous waste. For more 
information, contact Tom Metzner at 424-3365. 


“Inside Out” Now Available by Subscription 


“Inside Out”, Connecticut DEP’s employee newsletter, is now available outside the agency. Fora 
contribution to cover printing, mailing, and handling costs, interested persons outside of DEP can 
get 26 issues of “Inside Out” by First Class Mail. To receive “Inside Out’, send a check for $35, 
payable to D.E.P., to: Inside Out, DEP Publications, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106-5127. 


Composting Management Training Workshop a Great Success 


In cooperation with the Composting Council, DEP’s Recycling Program recently sponsored a Home 
Composting Management Training Course. This all-day program was held in Windsor, Connecticut 
at Northwest Park Nature Center. Twenty-six individuals, representing 23 towns and regions, 
attended. The purpose of the workshop was to provide participants with the tools and training to 
both start and expand upon municipal home composting programs. Gray Russell, of the New York 
Botanical Gardens, was the trainer for this event. This program will hopefully serve to increase the 
number of municipalities which have an organized program encouraging their residents to manage 
leaves, grass clippings and certain food scraps on their own property through composting. 


Home composting saves tax dollars by reducing the need for expensive, municipally run organics 
collection programs, and benefits the homeowner by providing a valuable soil amendment. If you 
are not already practicing home composting, now is the ideal time to start. For more information, 
contact CT DEP, at (860) 424-3365. 


The Department of Environmental Protection is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer, and its programs and 
services are offered without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, or disability. In conformance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, the DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with 
disabilities. Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aids or services for effective communication should call 424- 
3035 or TDD 424-3333. 
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